[image: image1.jpg]\\\ " 3. Journey to the end of the earth
Tishani Doshic i

el How & the gimﬂ @F Prarc bea tuxaﬁ-\j- fo g 2

1. The study of this region is useful to us as it gives us an insight into how the earth forms and |
hey are today came into being. It gives us an understanding about the formation
rdillcran folds and pre-Cambrian granite shields, about carbon and ozone
sations for why certain species of animals thrived al a certain time in
me extinct. [t throws light on why certain species evolved and where
we are heading wit lifestyles that we have adopted. There are lessons to be learnt from half
e million years of seci=ls and carbon records buried in the frozen ice core of the Antarctica. It
telis us also that six hundred and fifty million years ago the giant amalgamated super continent
—Gondwana~-did exist but at the time that the dinosaurs began to get extinct and around the time
that human beings came into existence, the landmass scparated into continents, almost like they
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2. Geof} buhevc_s»tlmt unlike the celebrities, and retired, rich curiosity seekers that he used to take ]
on hlS. oxpe(h!lqns, High School students will learn and absorb more from what he terms this life
chax1;1ng experience. He hopes that an educational opportunity of this nature will ignite the fire
}vxth.m _thosp young people, engender a new comprehension of the planet and a new respect for i
it and inspire .them to save the planet from impending doom. In his mind he sees them as the
future generations of policy makers who , having had this significant experience, will be sensitive
to the issue of sustaining the planet and will contribute to the same by taking r‘eg onsible action
and making informed and sensib! ecisions. ) s
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3. ;i‘ll:ren:l:umu(;gt:se o}t: global temperatures is'dxrecily attributable to the irrssp(;ncibmﬁr
ns an ese have impacted the climate all over th, i g is ¢
S these c ima e world. Climate change is cted to
E:vcoi.?xt hrend;mg_ andhdnrc consequences if not checked now. There are spccu]utioans l:esjfc‘lzx;; the
2 ¢ polar ice sheet. The melting polar ice caps ¢ i i 2
: : ! pola aps and receding glaciers are not a reality ©
most people and even less real is the interconnectedness and ir:!.ebrdepcndenc\' of L;i \:I}i’"[l’

1‘)}11;\net ;L x:'; sug gested that e deflinite albeit small measures be adopted to arrest this horrific
chain of events that has been set into motion and which has the potential to destroy the fi
balance of the planet. 1oy the fine
The Antarctica is a repository of the past
> the past. the present ¢ 3 ith i
dsbotine vl present and the future of the planet and with its
The »\\.'l"‘.LDI : us the e:(;l!‘{\plc of the microscopic Phytoplankton—those grasses of the sea that
fa \‘ :\zr_ in the entire food cha}n of the Southern Ocean. The scientists are afraid that
| a ;xr. her epletion of L_he ozone layer will affect adversely the activities of phytoplankton, which
u} t;lur. I\v:l nlﬂ”ect th.r_: lives of all the marine animals and birds of the region and the carlm’n cycle
:)M‘ f)g:o g“ The wn_tetr has used the phytoplankton as an example to bring homé the message
it to el ‘e our exis > e ake ce 3 i i i
i, ence we need to take care of small things and the big things will fall into
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i 4. The Antarctica is the oniy place on the Earth that has ne;
| in this respect it remains untouched, pure and untampered. ]
2 miltion vear old carbon records and hence if we are desirous of learning abo

preseat and the future of our planel, the Antarctica is the only place togoto.
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1% ’Fhe story examines adult attitude to raising children. The issue that it raises is whether éhih‘h:ﬂ»I
| should be allowed to use their abilities to reason and io question or be forced to remain mere

iuence and thought.
a her father’s interprelation of how the story of the stinky Skunk should end.
4 shock Lo Jack who was used to a complacent Jo who always enjoyed the story
E a designed by her father. Jack had failed to appreciate the fact that .Jo was growing up and
was bound to have thoughts of hor own and may not always agrec with they way he viewed
things. Jack found it hard to come to terms with this.
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wwd Lo hit Mommy in retaliation for her having hit the Wizard. If Mommy got
3y ng the skonk, which new smelled of roses into his old stinky self, he would lose
his newfound friends. This violated Jo's sense of fairness, for why should the Skunk not smell
‘ nice, have friends and thus be happy ?

Jo dared to quest
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3. Jack insists that it was the wizard That was hit and not the mother for he wants Jo to

understand that the skunk’s mother knew what was best m. Also, Jack is taken aback a
little to find that Jo has actually dared to question him This appears like an act of deﬁance: to
him and he suddenly feels that he is on shaky ground, and needs to re-cstablish his authority.
When he had siarted this story about the poor stinky skunk, he had been reminded of all the
humiliations of his own childhood and in a way the stand that he takes regarding the Skunk’s
mother is in defence of his own mother.
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4. Jack feels caught in the ugly middle position as Ju's non-acceptance of the ending of his story
has taken him by surprise. To him this is almost like an act of defiance and he feels that Jo is
questioning his authority. This causes confusion in his mind and he does not really know how
to react to his little daughter who has suddeunly started asserting her opinions, most contrary to
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5. Children zee facts as they are, as did Jo.She thought it was unfair that the skunk’s mother
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should go back to the wizard and force him to change the skunk back into his stinky old self. This
way he would lose all his friends and be lonely and sad. When he smelt of roses he was more
acceptable and had friends.

Adults on the other hand are coloured by biases or sometimes base their conclusions on the
wisdom of their expericnces, as did Jack. He felt that the skunk’s mother knew what was best
for him. This can be translated to mean either that adults know what is best for their children
or that adults are in the habit of impesing their will on children.

Thus, how the story should end would depend largely on how each one interprets the facts of the
story and their underlying implications.

o ~ \ . \ . \ ity

Bb.- \,\)\\{\ 15 0N adultls &J@(S{Fe_cmre di) bJﬁe Ww.u( ){WY\C& chid s 2
 Children see facts as they are and their conclusions are based on naked facts. Alse contrary
to what adults would wish to belicve, children are keenly perceptive. Aduits on the other hand
tend to base their conclusions on the experiences of their lives, which are sometimes so
it they colour their judgment. This is why an adult’s perspective on life is
ifferent from that of a child. This has been most aptly portrayed by the story,
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mb does net exhibit either the usual curiosity or the disgust regarding his burnt face that
Y sed to irom most people that he comes across. On the other hand the old maa treats
him as if he were quite nor and the fact that he himself has a lin leg and does not seem i

e MRt fos_much. druws him o the old man. e . )
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2. Mr.Lamb makes a remark that they all say that they will return but nobody ever does. THis Sives
the reader the distinct feeling that he is lonely and that he craves for company. He makes an
effert to overcome this.

old man keeps his gate w

i beuse witheut eul

about friends w

> open so that anyene who wishes to come in can do so. He alsg

s that he does noi shal any ene or anything out.
st drop in to see him and during the winter sit round the
fire in his living room. The child come for the apples und the pears and for the toffee that he
makes. Theugh to some extent t is the truth it is also wishful thinking on his part, as he
would actuolly like a life surrounded by people. He tries to keep himself veeupied by looking after
his garden or by simply siiling and Jistening to the sounds all around him, reading books, picking
apples in his garden, and tending to his bees.

He invites Derry te come bae! uying also that he could have whatever he wishes to have a5
all that is his could be Derry’s or anybody elss’s. He hopes that the friendship that he strikes up
with Desry will be of a more permanent and enduring nature and will be of mutual benefit to
both, filling up the void of loneliness in both their lives.
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3. The sense of alienalion caused by a disability is indeed morc pairful than the actug
inconvenience caused by a physical impairment. The play, ‘On the face of It’ clearly proves this
Derry’s face is burnt by acid and though he suffers no physical pain, he is deeply hurt by the
hoiror, disgust and pity displayed by those who see him. His family is anxious about what his
future holds for him, he has overheard two women remarking about his ugly face and has also
heard it said that people like him would be better off with others like themselves, thus making
him out to be a freai of nature, The scars left by this insensitive behavior-are as deep as those
left by the actual burn, This mekes him hate people and seek solitude, in order to escape these
hurtful remarks. In so doing he builds walls around himself, shutting out people, getting even
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- The protagonist of the play, a young-boy of fourteen, has been burnt by acid that has left his face
scarred and disfigured. His ugliness invites the curiosity of some, the pity of others and the
f disgust of many. He is often subjected to stares from people who are either scared of his ugly face
or disgusted by it. Unkind remarks from insensitive people who suggest that he would have been
better off in the hospital with others of his kind have destroyed his self-confidence, and he seeks
solitude, away from the prying glances of curious people.
The fact that the old man, Mr. Lamb, has a tin leg as he has lost his leg in the war comes as
a surprise, especially in the light of the fact that the old man is not in the least bit put out by
this disability and the fact that people do stare at him and children call him Lamey Lamb. We
are impressed by his independence. The reader however gets a sense of his loneliness from his-
remark that all those who ) promise to come back, never do.
Though the play ends on this tragic note, it leaves the reader with a sense of hope .The T
interaction between Derry and Mr. Lamb has been short but has impacted Derry deeply. One has
the feeling that Derry’s preoccupation with his disfigured face and his wounded feelings will now
make a shift to other things as Mr. Eamb has infected him with a love for life and the curiosity
to discover the simple joys of everyday living. The old man has taught him that one can ignore
the unpleasant and learn to discover the beauty in things All the sermons of his family have not
impacted him as much as the Et_tl&__bpgrr_g\ear)jngfuj, time that hcﬂas_sg«;x}‘t:y_ith the old man.





